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President’s Message 
The Leader’s Conference in Honolulu was great, as usual. Being around those nurses and knowing that they share the same problems we do and are trying to provide the best possible care for the patients reminds me that we aren’t alone with ED over-crowding and worrying about the evolving infectious diseases and resistant antibiotics, etc. There were at least 3 other nurses from Alaska there; Chris, Bea, and Patty from Fairbanks.

The opening session speakers stimulated and energized you.  They made me think about why I was an emergency nurse and why that will always be my special area, even though I have moved on to experience what else the field of nursing has to offer.

The election of the 2009 officers is coming up starting May 15th to June 13th. I encourage you to exercise your membership privilege and vote. Read the bios and choose the nurses you want to represent you on the board. We met all of them in Honolulu and they all were good candidates.

The National Conference is in Minneapolis in September. I would encourage you to attend and experience the comradery and sharing of ideas with over 2000 other emergency nurses. Alaska can send 4 delegates to General Assembly to represent our members. I encourage you to apply if you are interested in attending the conference. Please feel free to email or call me or any of the other state council members for more information about it.

State Leaders Meeting info

National ENA is making changes to improve the way they operate. A new management system for member information was launched the end of January. It’s supposed to be a more functional master database to meet the internal and external demands of the association.

An on-line triage course is coming this summer. It is supposed to have theory and hands-on about trauma, infectious disease, mass casualty, and violence.

Another topic was about preparing our delegates. The presenter talked about submitting resolutions; how they need to be based on actual practice or procedures; creating the document; gathering support for your resolution.  She also encouraged the delegates to read the delegate handbook ahead of General Assembly so they are familiar with the resolutions being presented. They also need to meet with their state members to discuss the resolutions so they are representing the whole state membership.  It was also suggested that they familiarize themselves with Robert’s Rules of Order. They should plan to attend any resolution revision sessions.

Marlene Halperin, ENA’s CFO, talked about the duties of the treasurer and the different requirements that have to be met. There is a new ruling for 2008 that requires every state to file either a 990N or a 990 form to the IRS.

2008 Alaska ENA Leadership

President 

Lois Johnson

161 Trumpeter Ave

Soldotna, AK 99669

907-262-2578

loisrn74@ak.net
President-elect
Shelly Deering

PO Box 22891

Juneau, AK 99802

907-790-2947

deerings@ak.net
Secretary

Sandy Gehl

Mat-Su Regional Medical Center

12100 E Woodstock Dr. Apt C

Palmer, AK 99645

907-861-6707

Minimom05@aol.com
Treasurer 

Millie Tuccillo

PO Box 2120

Petersburg, AK 99833

907-772-3975

milliern@gci.net
Alaska ENA Board Members 
Betsy Harmon, RN
Mat-Su Regional Medical Center

907-861-6915

erharmon@mtaonline.net
Jeanette Pugh RN

PO Box 3635

Soldotna, AK 99669

Janern703@gmail.com
Patty Williams RN
Fairbanks Memorial Hospital

PO Box 10137

Fairbanks, AK 99710

Patty.Williams@bannerhealth.com
Jennifer Lynn

Soldotna, AK 99669

907-262-2830

Website 
Jeanne Molitor, RN, 

Providence Alaska Medical Center

Anchorage, AK  99645
907-346-3459
jrjeanne@gci.net
Walter Yankauskas

907-345-7206
w@waltery.com

Be sure to check out our AK ENA website-- Alaskaena.org 

Airlift Northwest has graciously offered to provide the funding for our teleconferences. A big thank you to them for their support.

Upcoming Educational Opportunities

ENA Annual Meeting

September 24-27, 2008

Minneapolis, MN

If you are thinking about attending, why not go as a delegate? The application is included in this newsletter.

2009 Officer Nominations
It is time again to think about next year’s officers. We will be electing a treasurer and 2 board members (2-yr. terms). If you are interested or know someone who is, please nominate yourself or them using the attached form.
BECOME A SBIRT CHAMPION!
What is SBIRT?

Alcohol Screening, Brief Intervention and Referral to Treatment
Why is it important?
Hospitals that have implemented a SBIRT program have seen:
*   Reduced ED visit recidivism
*   Improved patient safety in the community
*   Decreased risk for injuries (e.g., falls, ATV, motor
*   Reduced risk of harm to others due to alcohol use problems (e.g., domestic
*   Reduced alcohol-medication adverse events
*   Increased intervention impact on ED patients and the community. 

*   Reduced risk of harm to others due to alcohol use problems (e.g., domestic

*   Reduced risk of harm to others due to alcohol use problems (e.g., domestic violence). 

*   Reduced alcohol-medication adverse events. 

*   Increased intervention impact on ED patients and the community. 

*   Reduced health care costs. 

*   Adoption of a universal screening policy makes reimbursement more likely because alcohol use problems are not tied to the medical event. 

*Estimates indicate that approximately 12% of patients will require a brief intervention.  

Almost 50% of patients will be eliminated at triage by the first screening question. 

WHY SHOULD I BECOME A SBIRT CHAMPION? 

  Increased recognition as an ED nurse leader and pioneer. ENA is the only nursing specialty organization that has adopted SBIRT. 

  Increased recognition as a trusted professional. 

  Increased opportunity for you to provide prevention efforts in your ED and community. 

  Once the SBIRT technique is learned, the technique can be applied to other risky behaviors. 

  Increased ED staff satisfaction. 

  Increased opportunity to climb the clinical ladder. 

  Opportunity to obtain CECHs. 

EVERY ED nurse in the state is aware of the problem here in Alaska with the abuse of Alcohol.

Please check the ENA.org website for more information on SBIRT.

Please check out the Alaska ENA website for upcoming TNCC and  ENPC classes. If you would like your classes posted, contact Jeanne Molitor and she can add them for you.

It’s summertime in Alaska and time to get out and enjoy what Alaska has to offer. Have a great time and be safe!!
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