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“Emergency Nurses… Simply the Best”

Happy Emergency Nurses Week!!!
Summer has flown by and we are all so busy. I hope you were able to take some time for your selves and enjoy our beautiful state. My two oldest grandkids, ages 8 and 10, came to Alaska to spend a week and I was able to play tourist and do kid stuff. We took them fishing on the Kenai River for pinks and Matthew ended up catching a red, with Grandpa’s help. We had to eat it for supper! What a blast!

Well, I was visiting Day Surgery recently and was skimming through one of their magazines and found an interesting article comparing perioperative nurses to members of the animal kingdom. I thought it could apply to most nurses so I want to share some of it with you. The article was in Outpatient Surgery Magazine; September 2008; “Wild Kingdom of the OR” by Paula Watkins, RN.


Dog nurses—loyal to a fault, always happy to see you and eager to please

Cat nurses—independent and sure of themselves


Fish nurses—swim around and around in their own little world, looking for                  a way out


Turtle nurses—it is impossible to make them hurry, no matter what the                  situation calls for


Honeybee nurses—are sweet; so sweet you could get tooth decay just                 from talking to them. But beware! They’re usually flitting around spreading pollen to blossom their careers


Horse nurses—work till they drop, without complaints


Donkey nurses—are stubborn and you can’t tell them anything, even when it’s to their advantage; always braying about how they know it all already

Leopard nurses—can’t change their spots—known for their agility and speed in getting things done

Anyone you know?
There is so much happening right now; CMS and their different rulings on what they won’t pay for (good documentation needed here!), Joint Commission and the National Patient Safety Goals, preparing for pandemic influenza and emergency preparedness in general. These are things that affect all of us in one way or another and I hope all of you are able to work with your peers and make your work place safer.

I hope you will take time to vote for the state officers for 2009. 

2008 Alaska ENA Leadership
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Be sure to check out our AK ENA website-- Alaskaena.org 

Airlift Northwest has graciously offered to provide the funding for our teleconferences. A big thank you to them for their support.
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For all of those leaders in Emergency Departments please plan on attending the ENA Leadership Conference 2009 in Reno, Nevada on March 4th thru the 8th 2009.

There will be 5 difference track options for those 
This past September 3 members of the Alaska ENA Chapter attended the General Assembly in Minneapolis,  Minnesota.  For those of you who have never had the opportunity to see our National Organization at work it was enlightening and a tremendous learning for someone in ED nursing for almost 30 years.  

I am including some of the items that were discussed at this conference?    

Position Statements status Approved

1. ACEP (American College of Emergency Physicians) revisions to the Care of the Pediatric Patient in the Emergency Setting.

2. Unintentional Sport and Recreation Injuries

3. The essentials of doctoral Education for Advanced Nursing Practice in Emergency Care.

4. The Obstetrical patients in the 
     Emergency Department
EVERYONE will be pleased to know that ENA is addressing the issues that you and I deal with on a daily basis.
1. Overcrowding and boarding in ED

2. Patient safety

3. The psychiatric patient in the busy ED

4. Violence in the workplace

5. Nursing shortage

6. Injury prevention in our communities

These are just a few of the items that are currently in the Strategic Plan of 2008 for ENA.
A Little Test……..
We all know that in our profession we have many abbreviations for different topics.  Below is a quick test to see if you are familiar with some of the new abbreviations for new or existing programs coming out of ENA.  The first one to email the state Secretary with the correct answers will receive a prize in the mail.
What do these abbreviations stand for:   

SBIRT

EN411

AEN

GENE

NIMS

NDMSBCEN

CPEN

CTRN

CFRN

ALL ENA members are eligible.
PLEASE REMEMBER TO VOTE
The ballot is on the following page.
Alaska ENA

Ballot for officers and board members 2009

Treasurer

Millie Tuccillo—Anchorage                 ____

Write-in ______________                  ____
Board Member—2 year term          vote for 2
Margaret (Rocky) Carloni- Anchorage  ____

Ed Gonzalez- Fairbanks                       ____

Write-in________________                 ____ 

Please return this form by November 8th  via e-mail to:

Sandy Gehl at  Minimom05@aol.com
or mail to:  Sandy Gehl

                   12100 E Woodstock Dr. Apt C

                     Palmer, AK 99645
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